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Positioning in CSS
The CSS properties that allow you to position elements manually in HTML

Microsoft Azure — Code in Node.js, Java, Python and other open-source languages. AD
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New!  My 44-page ebook "CSS in 44 minutes" is out! 😃 Get it now →

Defines the position of the element according to its bottom edge.

The element will remain in its natural position.

If the element is in position relative, the element will move upwards by the amount defined by
the bottom value.

In collection: Positioning Permalink Share MDNbottom#

defaultbottom: auto;

Parent container

Natural positionActual position

bottom: 20px;
Parent container

Natural position
Actual position
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If the element is in position absolute, the element will position itself from the bottom of the
first positioned ancestor.

Defines the position of the element according to its left edge.

The element will remain in its natural position.

If the element is in position relative, the element will move left by the amount defined by the
left value.

If the element is in position absolute, the element will position itself from the left of the first
positioned ancestor

bottom: 0;

Parent container

Natural position

Actual position

In collection: Positioning Permalink Share MDNleft#

defaultleft: auto;

Parent container

Natural positionActual position

left: 80px;

Parent container

Natural positionActual position

left: -20px;
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positioned ancestor.

Defines the position behavior of the element.

The element will remain in the natural flow of the page.

As a result, it will not act as anchor point for the absolutely positioned pink block.

Also, it will not react to the following properties:

top

bottom

left

right

z-index

The element will remain in the natural flow of the page.

It also makes the element positioned: it will act as an anchor point for the absolutely
positioned pink block.

Also, it will react to the following properties:

top

bottom

left

right

z-index

The element will not remain in the natural flow of the page. It will position itself according to

Natural positionActual position

In collection: Positioning Permalink Share MDNposition#

defaultposition: static;

Ancestor container

Target element 
position: static

Child element 
position: absolute 
right: 5px 
top: 5px

position: relative;

Ancestor container

Target element 
position: relative

Child element 
position: absolute 
right: 5px 
top: 5px

position: absolute;

Ancestor containerTarget element 
position: absolute

Child element 
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the closest positioned ancestor.

Because it's positioned, it will act as an anchor point for the absolutely positioned pink block.

Also, it will react to the following properties:

top

bottom

left

right

z-index

Enable position fixed

The element will not remain in the natural flow of the page. It will position itself according to
the viewport.

Because it's positioned, it will act as an anchor point for the absolutely positioned pink block.

Also, it will react to the following properties:

top

bottom

left

right

z-index

Defines the position of the element according to its right edge.

The element will remain in its natural position.

position: absolute 

left: 0 
top: 0

right: 5px 
top: 5px

position: fixed;

Ancestor container Target element 
position: fixed 
right: 0 
top: 0

Child element 
position: absolute 
right: 5px 
top: 5px

In collection: Positioning Permalink Share MDNright#

defaultright: auto;

Parent container

Natural positionActual position
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If the element is in position relative, the element will move right by the amount defined by the
right value.

If the element is in position absolute, the element will position itself from the right of the first
positioned ancestor.

Defines the position of the element according to its top edge.

The element will remain in its natural position.

right: 80px;

Parent container

Natural positionActual position

right: -20px;

Parent container

Natural position Actual position

In collection: Positioning Permalink Share MDNtop#

defaulttop: auto;

Parent container

Natural positionActual position
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If the element is in position relative, the element will move downwards by the amount defined
by the top value.

If the element is in position absolute, the element will position itself from the top of the first
positioned ancestor.

Defines the order of the elements on the z-axis. It only works on positioned elements (anything apart from static ).

The order is defined by the order in the HTML code:

first in the code = behind
last in the code = in front

The z-index value is relative to the other ones. The target element is move in front of its
siblings.

Parent container

Natural position
Actual position

top: 0;

Parent container

Natural position

Actual position

In collection: Positioning Permalink Share MDNz-index#

defaultz-index: auto;

One
Two 
Target Three

Four

z-index: 1;

One

Three

Four

z-index: -1;

Two 
Target
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Two 
Target

You can use negative values. The target element is move in behind its siblings. One

Three

Four

A free visual guide to CSS Created by @jgthms Star 4,261Share

All properties Animations
Backgrounds Box model
Flexbox CSS Grid
Positioning Transitions
Typography

Build machine learning
models using tools for any
skill level.

ads via Carbon

Search for a property

bottom

left

position

right

top

z-index

https://jgthms.com/
https://github.com/jgthms/css-reference
https://github.com/jgthms/css-reference/stargazers
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcssreference.io&text=CSS+Reference%3A+a+free+visual+guide+to+the+most+popular+CSS+properties.
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fcssreference.io
https://cssreference.io/
https://cssreference.io/
https://cssreference.io/animations/
https://cssreference.io/backgrounds/
https://cssreference.io/box-model/
https://cssreference.io/flexbox/
https://cssreference.io/css-grid/
https://cssreference.io/positioning/
https://cssreference.io/transitions/
https://cssreference.io/typography/
https://srv.carbonads.net/ads/click/x/GTND42JLF6ADT2QUCESLYKQNCVAIKKJNCESD4Z3JCY7DL27LCVYI62JKCYYIL5QJCVADT2QYCAYDT2QECTSI65QKC6SD65QUF67DTK3EHJNCLSIZ?segment=placement:cssreferenceio;
https://srv.carbonads.net/ads/click/x/GTND42JLF6ADT2QUCESLYKQNCVAIKKJNCESD4Z3JCY7DL27LCVYI62JKCYYIL5QJCVADT2QYCAYDT2QECTSI65QKC6SD65QUF67DTK3EHJNCLSIZ?segment=placement:cssreferenceio;
http://carbonads.net/?utm_source=cssreferenceio&utm_medium=ad_via_link&utm_campaign=in_unit&utm_term=carbon
https://cssreference.io/property/bottom
https://cssreference.io/property/left
https://cssreference.io/property/position
https://cssreference.io/property/right
https://cssreference.io/property/top
https://cssreference.io/property/z-index


The CSS z-index  property speci�es how far back
or how far forward an element will appear on a web
page when it overlaps other elements.

The z-index  property uses integer values, which
can be positive or negative values. The element with

the highest z-index  value will be at the foreground,

while the element with the lowest z-index  value
will be at the back.

//`element1` will overlap `element2`
.element1 {
  position: absolute;
  z-index: 1;
}
 
.element2 {
  position: absolute;
  z-index: -1;
}

Positioning in CSS provides designers and developers
options for positioning HTML elements on a web page.

The CSS position  can be set to static ,

relative , absolute  or fixed . When the

CSS position has a value of fixed , it is set/pinned to
a speci�c spot on a page. The �xed element stays the
same regardless of scrolling. The navigation bar is a
great example of an element that is often set to

position:fixed; , enabling the user to scroll
through the web page and still access the navigation
bar.

navbar {
postion : fixed;
 }

The CSS display  property determines the type of
render block for an element. The most common values

for this property are block , inline , and

inline-block .
Block-level elements take up the full width of their
container with line breaks before and after, and can
have their height and width manually adjusted.
Inline elements take up as little space as possible, �ow
horizontally, and cannot have their width or height
manually adjusted.
Inline-block elements can appear next to each other,
and can have their width and height manually adjusted.

.container1 {
  display: block;
}
 
.container2 {
  display: inline;
}
 
.container3 {
  display: inline-block;
}

Cheatsheets / Learn CSS

Display and Positioning
CSS z-index property

Fixed CSS Positioning

CSS display property

https://www.codecademy.com/resources/cheatsheets/all
https://www.codecademy.com/learn/learn-css/modules/learn-css-selectors-visual-rules/cheatsheet


The value absolute  for the CSS property

position  enables an element to ignore sibling
elements and instead be positioned relative to its
closest parent element that is positioned with

relative  or absolute . The absolute
value removes an element entirely from the document

�ow. By using the positioning attributes top , left ,

bottom  and right , an element can be
positioned anywhere as expected.

.element {
  position: absolute;
}

The value relative  of the CSS position
property enables an element to be positioned relative
to where it would have originally been on a web page.
The o�set properties can be used to determine the
actual position of the element relative to its original
position. Without the o�set properties, this declaration
will have no e�ect on its positioning, it will act as the

default value static  of the position  property.

.element {
  position: relative;
}

The CSS float  property determines how far left or
how far right an element should �oat within its parent

element. The value left  �oats an element to the

left side of its container and the value right  �oats
an element to the right side of its container. For the

property float , the width  of the container must
be speci�ed or the element will assume the full width of
its containing element.

/* The content will float to the left 
side of the container. */
.left {
  float: left;
}
 
/* The content will float to the right 
side of the container. */
.right {
  float: right;
}

CSS position: absolute

CSS position: relative

CSS float property



The CSS clear  property speci�es how an element
should behave when it bumps into another element

within the same containing element.The clear  is
usually used in combination with elements having the

CSS float  property. This determines on which sides
�oating elements are allowed to �oat.

/*This determines that no other elements 
within the same containing element are 
allowed to float on the left side of this 
element.*/
.element {
  clear: left;
}
 
/*This determines that no other elements 
within the same containing element are 
allowed to float on the right side of 
this element.*/
.element {
  clear: right;
}
 
/*This determines that no elements within 
the same containing element are allowed 
to float on either side of this 
element.*/
.element {
  clear: both;
}
 
/*This determines that other elements 
within the same containing element are 
allowed to float on both side of this 
element.*/
.element {
  clear: none;
}

The CSS clear property


